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12.

13.

14.

including, if necessary, issuing an amendment to the RFQ and obtaining new
pricing from all vendors initially solicited.

DETERMINATION OF RESPONSIBILITY AND CERTIFICATE OF
COMPETENCY PROGRAM

a.

If an AOC contracting officer determines that a low small business offeror is not
responsible, then the contracting officer must refer the small business to the SBA
for a Certificate of Competency.

Any referral to the SBA’s Certificate of Competency Program will be in
accordance with 13 CFR 125.5.

Contracting officers may contact the AOC’s Small Business Coordinator for
assistance.

WITHDRAWING A SMALL BUSINESS SET-ASIDE

a.

If, before award of an order involving a small business set-aside, the contracting
officer considers that award would be detrimental to the public interest (e.g.,
payment of more than a fair market price), the contracting officer may request that
the small business set-aside be withdrawn and the procurement solicited among
all business types. However, the contracting officer must submit AOC Form
1901, Small Business Program Review, to the Small Business Coordinator and
include all relevant and pertinent information to support a withdrawal of the
individual small business set-aside.

If the Small Business Coordinator does not agree to a withdrawal, the matter shall
be referred to the Chief Administrative Officer or his/her designee for resolution.

All documentation relating to the withdrawal of a small business set-aside shall be
maintained in the procurement file.

PROTESTING A SMALL BUSINESS REPRESENTATION

a.

To be eligible for award as a small business concern, a vendor must represent in
good faith that it is a small business at the time of its certification and
representation. The contracting officer shall accept a vendor’s representation that
it is a small business unless another vendor or interested party challenges the
concern’s small business representation or the contracting officer has reason to
question the representation.
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Interested parties (the contracting officer, any offeror which the contracting
officer has not eliminated for reasons unrelated to size, or other parties as
identified in 13 CFR 121.1001) may protest the size status as represented by an
offeror or request a formal size determination of an offeror. Formal size
determination appeals by other than the AOC contracting officer shall be
processed in accordance with 13 CFR 121. AOC contracting officers must submit
requests for formal size determinations to the AOC’s Small Business Coordinator.
The Small Business Coordinator is responsible for submission of the request for a
formal size determination to the SBA.

An offeror’s representation that it is a small business is not binding on the SBA.
If an offeror’s small business status is challenged, the SBA will evaluate the status
of the concern and make a determination as to whether the offeror is a small
business. Offers received from concerns that do not qualify as small business
concerns shall be considered nonresponsive and rejected by the AOC contracting
officer after receipt of an SBA determination on the size status.

15. REPORTING REQUIREMENTS

a.

Contracting officers shall comply with any data collection and reporting
instructions necessary to measure the AOC’s small business accomplishments. In
general, the methodologies used shall be automated to the fullest extent possible.
The Small Business Coordinator has the authority and responsibility for issuing
any data collection and reporting instructions.

On a semi-annual basis, the Small Business Coordinator shall provide to the
Architect an agency-wide report that measures the socio-economic
accomplishments for small business, small disadvantaged business, women-
owned small business, HUBZone small business, veteran-owned small business,
and service-disabled veteran-owned small business concerns. Data from all small
purchase procedures of $100,000 or less are included in the report.

16. RESCISSIONS

None.

17. REFERENCES

13 CFRPart 121 13 CFR Part 124
13 CFR Part 125 13 CFR Part 126
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