AYERS HOSTS CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY LEADERS ON CAPITOL VISITOR CENTER TOUR
Acting Architect of the Capitol Stephen Ayers welcomed construction industry leaders from the Construction Users Roundtable (CURT) to the Capitol Visitor Center on Tuesday, June 9, 2009.  Approximately 50 corporate building owners, construction managers, engineers, architects, facility managers, and administrators participated in the tour.  Several key leaders were in attendance including Mr. Egon Larson, CURT President; Mr. Joseph Gionfriddo, Corporate Global Construction Manager, Procter and Gamble; and Mr. Art Goehry, Director of Project Management, Johnson and Johnson. 

Mr. Ayers spoke about the genesis of the Capitol Visitor Center and how the design and construction maintained the original grounds of the U.S. Capitol as envisioned by Fredrick Law Olmstead’s 1874 landscape plan.  He described the many sustainable practices used in the Center’s construction, including the recycling and reusing of many historic fixtures on the plaza.  Other sustainable features include the use of daylight harvesting, the installation of low-flow and automatic plumbing fixtures throughout the facility, and the use of low-emitting construction materials including paints, solvents, and carpets.  The fine details of selecting similar materials to match the U.S. Capitol Building, and the quality craftsmanship of the workers that constructed the facility also were noted.   
CURT members praised the facility for its quality construction and craftsmanship, and remarked upon how well the facility was designed to be fully integrated into the U.S. Capitol.  Mr. Larson commented that “the entire Visitor Center was extremely well laid out and impressively functional, and at the same time preserves the history and beauty of the Capitol Building.” 

The Visitor Center “truly is an architectural gem on the Hill,” added Mr. Gionfriddo.  “One of the most memorable moments was the view of the Capitol Dome and the U.S. flag though the skylights.  Your team has delivered a project of real pride to and for the people of the United States.” 

As part of their visit, CURT members also had an opportunity to view the orientation film and tour several areas of the U.S. Capitol.
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(from left to right) Stephen Ayers, Acting Architect of the Capitol; Egon Larson, CURT President; Art Goehry, Johnson and Johnson; Steve Satrom, Air Products; Chuck Hardy, GSA, and Al Bunner, Tyco.
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Mr. Ayers said the Capitol Visitor Center has performed exceptionally well since its opening and it is fulfilling its mission of providing a welcoming, educational, and comfortable environment for visitors to learn about the Congress, the legislative process, and the Capitol Building.  Ayers noted that in May the Center welcomed its one millionth visitor since opening to the public on December 2, 2008.   
Mr. Goehry of Johnson and Johnson noted that he was very appreciative of the educational experience provided by the facility and commented that he was exceptionally impressed by “the design and layout of the Visitor Center that lent itself to maintaining the focus of the adjacent Capitol Building.”  
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CURT brings together business owners, leading general contractors, specialty contractors, engineers, architects, and building product manufacturers to discuss issues ranging from construction safety, workforce development, and craft training, to construction process improvements.  
“The Capitol Visitor Center was designed and built to match the Capitol in quality and endurance, and generations of Americans will greatly benefit from all it has to offer,” noted Ayers.  “I’m pleased that members from CURT were able to come and see it first hand.”
