Ronald Wilson Reagan

Given by California to the National Statuary Hall Collection
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THE BRONZE STATUE OF PRESIDENT RONALD
WILSON REAGAN (1911-2004) donated by the
State of California to the National Statuary Hall
Collection was unveiled in the United States
Capitol Rotunda on June 3, 2009. The statue of
President Reagan replaced a statue of Thomas
Starr King, which the State of California had
donated in 1931. The California legislature and
governor delegated responsibility for the creation
of the statue to the Ronald Reagan Presidential
Library Foundation, which selected sculptor
Chas Fagan and oversaw the design and approval
process. This is the second instance of a state’s

replacing a previously donated statue since such
action was authorized by the Congress in 2000
under Public Law 106-554 (40 U.S.C. 187a).

The former president is depicted as he looked
during his term in office, 1981 to 1989. He appears
to stand tall but relaxed, a genial and confident
smile on his face. He wears his preferred custom-
made single-breasted suit and a striped necktie;
his right arm is by his side, and his left hand rests
atop a square column. The torch that appears in
low relief on the column suggests the torch of the
Statue of Liberty, to which Reagan often referred
in speeches as “the torch of freedom” or “Liberty’s

flame.” Eagles decorate the corners of the capital.
Reagan’s feet are slightly splayed, and the toe of
his right shoe overhangs the self base.

The Tennessee Rose marble pedestal, designed by
architect James McCrery, includes a narrow band
of concrete pieces from the Berlin Wall, the scene
of the 1987 speech in which Reagan demanded
of the Soviet Premier, “Mr. Gorbachev, tear
down this wall!” The front of the pedestal is
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inscribed with Reagan’s name, his life dates, and
the state name California. On the right and left
sides are bronze reliefs of the seals of the offices
he held, governor of the State of California and
president of the United States; inscribed below
them are his terms of service. A bronze plaque on
the rear of the pedestal bears a quotation from
Reagan’s speech at the 1992 Republican National
Convention: “America’s best days are yet to come.
Our proudest moments are yet to be. Our most
glorious achievements are just ahead.”

Ronald Wilson Reagan was born on February

6, 1911, in Tampico, Illinois; was graduated from
Eureka College in 1932; and became a radio sports
announcer. In 1937 he began a 29-year acting
career that included over sixty films and dozens of
television programs. From 1940 until 1948 he was
married to actress Jane Wyman, with whom he

had two children.

In the army during World War II, his
nearsightedness kept him from combat duty, so he
worked in the training-film unit for three years.
After the war he returned to Hollywood, and in
1947-1952 and 19591960 he served as president of
the Screen Actors Guild. In 1952 he wed actress
Nancy Davis; the couple had two children and
remained married for the rest of his life.

Running as a Republican, Reagan was elected
governor of California in 1966 and re-elected

in 1970. In 1980, he was elected president of

the United States; he was re-elected in 1984. In
1994, five years after leaving office, Reagan was
diagnosed with Alzheimer’s Disease. On June s,
2004, he passed away at the age of 93. His body
lay in repose at the Ronald Reagan Presidential
Library in Simi Valley, California, and then lay
in state in the U.S. Capitol Rotunda. After a
state funeral at Washington National Cathedral
on June 11, his body was interred at the Reagan
Library.

Chas Fagan is a self-taught artist who grew up in
Brussels, Belgium, where he visited museums and
sketched the works of great European masters;

he later graduated magna cum laude from Yale
University with a degree in Russian and East
European studies. He has painted portraits of
Mrs. Barbara Bush, President Reagan, Speaker
of the House Tom Foley, and a complete set of
presidents for C-SPAN’s 2001 program American
Presidents. He has completed sculptural portraits
of President George H. W. Bush; Revolutionary
War General Nathanael Greene; and, for the
National Cathedral, John Donne, Rosa Parks, and
Mother Theresa.
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