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ZEBULON VANCE WAS BORN ON MAY I3, 1830, in
Buncombe County, North Carolina. Forced to
withdraw from college in 1844 when his father
died, he later studied law at the University of
North Carolina from 1851 to 1852. He received his
county court license, settled in Asheville, and was
soon elected county solicitor. He served in the
North Carolina House of Commons in 1854 and
in the U.S. House of Representatives from 1858 to
1861. Though he supported the constitutionality of
secession, he was an ardent Unionist, not favoring
secession until President Lincoln called for troops
in 1861. He then organized and served with the
Rough and Ready Guards.

Elected governor in 1862, he worked during the
war to insure legality in the harsh conscription
practices of the Confederacy and to guarantee
protection of the law to North Carolinians. After
being arrested at the end of the war and being
briefly imprisoned, he returned to his law practice.
Though elected to the Senate in 1870, he could not
serve because he had not yet been pardoned. As
governor from 1877 to 1879, he worked to revive
the state’s economy, agriculture, and industry and
to improve schools.

From 1879 until his death he served in the U.S.
Senate, where he was a popular and effective
mediator between North and South. Hard work
undermined his health and led to the loss of one
eye. He died in Washington, D.C., on April 14,
1894, and after services in the Senate Chamber
was buried in Asheville, North Carolina.
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